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ration for sticking it out, 
we should be there on their 
special day.” So, I decided to 
take advantage of the buzz 
that the articles created and 
interview an array of teach-
ers. The purpose of these 
interviews was to see how 
teachers feel about gradua-
tion and the poor attendance 
rate. I also asked what they 
hoped would change for the 
future, especially since the 
date of graduation has been 
changed.
     Many of the teachers I 
spoke with agreed with my 
previous article and took no 
offense to the message I was 
trying to relay. Mrs. Per-
kins-Udu, Social Studies and 
A.V.I.D. Teacher/Sponsor, 
asserted, “I go to
        

Continued on page 2

To Go or Not to Go: 
Graduation 2015

by Brianna Burge

Hey, TR…What are you thankful for?

Mrs. Robinson-Sabbat:   
“I am thankful for my family 
and friends and my wonderful 
step team.”  

Mrs. Catron-Gillenwater:   
“I am thankful for a healthy 
family and great friends.  I 
have a blessed and wonderful 
life!”          

Coach Lovett:   
“I am thankful for employ-
ment.”  

Mrs. Ellis: 
“His Grace and mercy.” 
       
Mr. A. Thomas:
 “I am thankful for the gift of 
family. In the day, fast paced 
living it is refreshing at the

holiday time to enjoy unin-
terrupted moments freshing 
at the holiday time to enjoy 
uninterrupted moments with 
family, friends and others I 
love.  I am thankfulthat I am 
in my right mind and am able 
to enjoy these moments.”

Mrs. Stessl: 
“I’m thankful for the health of 
my family and friends.”  

Mr. Carr: 
“Friends, family, and Lake 
Michigan water.”   

Ms. Malopsy: 
“I am thankful for the teach-
ers, para pros, secretaries, and 
support staff at TR.  Without 
their undying, never ending 

dedication…TR would crum-
ble.”  

Ms. Winder-Morgan: 
“What I’m most thankful for 
is my strong faith in God and 
the grace and mercies he so 
freely gives. I’m also greatly 
thankful for the love and sup-
port of my family and friends.

Officer P. English: 
“Be able to spend the holidays 
with my family and being 
thankful for my 90 year old 
grandfather still being here to 
enjoy it with us.”

Shacarayel Robinson, senior:
“ I am thankful for not failing 
my classes, the “full-ride” 

  Continued on Page 3

     In the Bagpipe’s 
October issue of the 
newspaper, A’mor Taylor 
and I wrote about our 
feelings concerning the 
absence of many teach-
ers at graduation. When 
the paper was released, 
buzz about the teachers 
and graduation filled the 
air. Some teachers took 
offense to the articles, 
while others agreed and 
were ready for a change 
for the upcoming 2015 
Graduation Ceremony. 
Mr. Morgan, a Dean of 
Students, stated, “A lot 
of our students in my 
opinion look up to us 
(the teachers), hanging 
on our every word and 
movement; so as a sign 
of respect and admi-
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all graduations, because I 
love to see all my students 
from the beginning to the 
end. It would be nice to look 
behind me and see a lot 
more staff members.”   Mrs. 
Williams, Special Programs 
Teacher and Activity Direc-
tor, went on to say, “I didn’t 
get offended by the article. 
I thought it was heartfelt, 
and hopefully teachers will 
take the opportunity to 
support students, especially 
since graduation is now on 
a Wednesday.” In previous 
years graduation has been 
held on a Saturday, which 
explains where a bit
of the disconnect lies. When 

asked if
he thought that the
change in the date of grad-
uation would bring about a 
greater teacher turnout,  Mr. 
Biesiada, Math Teacher and 
Mathletes Sponsor, stated, 
“I don’t think that there will 
be that great of an impetus 
for more teachers to attend 
graduation.” 
     Which got me thinking, 
what could students do to 
make teachers feel as though 
they are wanted at gradu-
ation? Students, including 
myself, often forget that 
teachers have personal lives 
outside of  school. The week-
end is basically the only time 
that teachers get to spend 
with their families due to 
the many long hours they 
spend at school.  Ms. Ander-
son, Science Teacher, stated, 
“Many teachers care and are 
proud of the students. Yes, 
it is the end of the journey 
for students, but teachers 
still have to get up for work 
the next day.” She also went 
on to say that, “Most of the 
teachers in building don’t 
leave at 3 o’clock, and more

here nor there on the caring 
scale of students.  He stated, 
“I agree with the articles, but 
often teachers don’t see from 
the students prospective. As 
teachers we see it as your 
(referring to the students) 
moment; we’ve done our 
jobs.”When both Ms. Ander-
son and Mr. Thomas were 
asked what they suggested 
would help to boost teacher 
attendance at graduation, they 
both gave similar ideas that 
include a banquet and some 
kind of teacher acknowl-
edgement at graduation. Ms. 
Brogger, Math Teacher and 
A.V.I.D. Teacher/ Sponsor, 
suggested that at graduation 
teachers’ education statuses 
could be acknowledged. She 
also suggested that teachers 
could take pictures with the 
graduates and that students 
could also be assigned to give 
teachers personal graduation 
invitations. By honoring the 
teachers, it may help to both 
show the teachers that stu-
dents actually appreciate their 
hard work and dedication and 
hopefully increase the number 
of teachers who sign up to 
work graduation. 

“It’s my proud mama moment when I see my students 
graduate and I reflect back on seeing them grow these 

past 4 years. I’ve grown with you, you all are my babies!”
-Ms. Ousley, Teacher and Club/Organization Sponsor

    This is the time of the year 
to be thankful.  Many people 
forget to be thankful or they 
do not undertand what being 
thankful is all about.  Being 
thankful can be defined as “to 
be pleased or relieved.”  Being 
thankful, greatful, and appre-
ciative are all the same.  
     Most people seem to forget 
more than they give around 
the holidays.  The holidays are 
about giving back and show-
ing love.  When you are young 
you do not tend to look at life 
in that way, but we are young 
adults.   
     As a teen today, I see many 
people who are unappreciative 
and sometimes I even catch 
myself forgetting to appreciate 
the things I have.  What is eas-
ily forgotten is the difference 
between a want and a need.
     Material things play a huge 
role in today’s society.  If you 
do not have the expensive 
shoes, or the smartest phone 
you seem to be unsatisfied.  
When in reality you should 
not be.  It is not about what 
you have it is about how you 
use it.  If you receive some-
thing from someone you 
should sit back and think 
about why they gave you that 
specific item.  Could they 
not afford anything else; does 
this item mean something to 
them, is that why they gave it 
to you?  
     Appreciation is something 
you can easily forget to show.  
At the end of the day, there 
will always be someone in a 
worse condition  than yours.  
Some one somewhere will not 
have a Thanksgiving dinner 
or a Christmas dinner.  Some 
child someone will not receive 
a gift from “Santa”, somewhere 
someone does not have a coat, 
someone somewhere might 
not even have a family with 
whom to spend the holidays.  

Do you believe 
in Santa Claus?

by  Kyra Bontemps

     If you believe in Santa, stop 
reading and turn the page. .  if 
not, keep reading.  Children 
expect thier parents to buy 
them nice things, so much 
so, that they do not care very 
much about being on their 
best behavior when a holiday 
or special occasion comes 
around.  Whoever thought of  
Santa Claus was a GENIUS!  
If kids believe that someone 
other than their parents is 
going to supply them with 
gifts, clothes and money, they 
are sure to be well behaved.  
Many TR students still trust in 
the spirit of the season such as 
Chelse Sims, “I still believe. . .”
     Unfortunately after a 
while of believing in Santa, 
kids start to slowly but surely 
figure out the truth.  Children 
start to get wiser, staying up 
late to catch him come down 
the chimney, or watch to see 
if he eats the cookies left for 
him.  
     When in reality, all they 
saw were their parents leaving 
the gifts and eating Santa’s 
goodies.   Some kids on the 
otehr hand grew up know-
ing the truth such as Sharlay 
Noble, “Growing up I always 
knew that my mother and 
father were the ones who 
brought me those gifts.”  Over 
time, they put two and two 
together and realized that the 
whole Santa Claus facade was 
just a trick.  
     Most teenagers do not real-
ly  care too much for gifts
anymore, they prefer mon-
ey.  “If you don’t believe, you 
won’t receive!  My eleven year 
old and twelve year old are old 
enough to know that Santa

Are you  
thankful?
by Sakiya Darden

2014 Graduation Ceremony
Think about that before you 
complain about some-thing so 
unimportant!
     Be thatnkful for every-
thing you receive, nothing is 
promised.  To wake up healthy 
every morning is a gift to 
be thankful for.   Give back 
to your school, community, 
family, and lend a hand to 
someone who needs help.  If 
you can not do 
anything, just sit back and 
think about how blessed you 
are this holiday.   So again,  are 
you thankful?  
Happy Holidays, Falcons! isn’t real, but I won’t allow 

them to ruin it for my four 
year old” says Mrs. Stephens.  
“Santa Claus is just a big joke 
to them now, and they feel 
whoever still believes in him is 
a fool”.  Even with that senti-
ment, Terranesha Williams, a 
senior says,”My kids will grow 
up believing in Santa Claus!”

often than not the extra stuff 
we do we don’t get paid for. 
You see, we get paid for being 
here from 7:25 until 3:00, 
not including 20 minutes for 
lunch. Look at the teachers 
who stay until 6 or 7 o’clock at 
night as well. The hours add 
up.”
     Looking at the teachers’ 
point of view, I see where 
some of the slight might have 
come from. Many of our 
eachers feel underappreciated 
and some do not even think 
that students care if they come 
to graduation. Mrs. Augus-
tynowicz, a Special Education 
Teacher, said, “I think it is fine 
that students vocalize their 
opinions, but the generaliza-
tion was offensive. Students 
should also understand that 
sometimes stuff comes up.” 
Madana Hyppolite, a senior, 
maintained, “Certain
teachers, especially the ones 
that you have built a relation-
ship with, should attend grad-
uation. It would be like if your 
own mom missed your grad-
uation; it would really hurt.”   

How thankful 
are you?

by  Kyra Bontemps

     Have you ever sat around 
and constanly complained 
about something you did not 
have or something you des-
perately wanted?  Instead of 
complaining, you should be 
thankful for all of the mate-
rialistic items you have that 
someone less fortunate does 
not.  Everyone does not have 
a cell phone, a computer, a 
flat screen television, design-
er clothes of a game system.  
There are so many people 
that are thankful just because 
they are alive.  They do not 
have cell phones, televisions, 
computers, or game systems.  
Some do not have clothes, 
homes or food to eat and wa-
ter to drink.  I honestly look 
up to those people who push 
forward in-
stead of complaining.  They 
make the best of everything 
that they are lucky enough to 
have.
     So many people are un-
grateful and take advantage 
of the things they have until 
hey are gone.  Put it in per-
spective.  Consider being in a 
different circumstance.  You 
could be living on the streets 
with nothing to eat and no 
clothes on your back.  Every 
thing that has been given to

Continued on Page 3
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you, someone has to work 
to provide for you.  While 
you are worrying about new 
clothes, new shoes, new 
phones and the latest games, 
someone is worrying about 
where their next meal.  We 
all take things for granted.  
You never know the impor-
tance of something until you
lose it or until you take 
a walk in someone else’s 
shoes.  The grass is not 
always greener on the other 
side.
     Every year, on a holiday 
or just because, you should 
donate something, anything, 
to a child or adult that has 
very little.  Donate anything 
: clothes, food, water, toys, 
school supplies, hygiene 
products, ANYTHING!  Let 
individuals who have little 
to nothing know that there 
is somebody out there who 
truly cares about them and 
wants to help them.
     There are so many com-
mercials depicting starv-
ing people, sick people, or 
people who have no place 
to live.  Thousand of dollars 
spent on two minute com-
mercials that people rarely 
ever watch. People have too 
much money and do not 
know what to spend it on.

Members of the Juior Student Council and FCCLA with the donations from Staff 
and students for the clothing drive.
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Are you 
kidding me?

by Amor Taylor

   If you go to CitiTrends to 
obtain a job you get a back-
ground check.  If you go to 
work at Walmart, you get a 
background check.  If you 
go to work at Buffalo Wild 
Wings, you get a background 
check. Are we beneath these 
establishments; because, 
apparently if you work as the 
District 205 School Board 
President you do not need to 
have a background check! So 
where was his background 
check?  When working with 
children there should always 
be extra special care when be-
ing hired.  This man was con-
victed in 1985 and yet he was 
elected as the school board 
president.  The Community of 
voters should really sit down 
and rethink their choices.  
     Kenneth Williams was 
elected on two different oc-
casions in the last 5 years to a 

school board position.  What 
is the excuse for this man 
being allowed back in?  Some-
body answer me; where was 
his background check?  This is 
unacceptable and as a school 
district, we need to work to-
gether to create a safe environ-
ment.  We need to administer 
background checks for every-
body including our friends.  
This could always turn into 
an Andrea Yates case; those 
closest to us can hurt us at 
any moment.  Friends are not 
exempt.  BACKGROUND 
CHECK PLEASE. 

What is the true meaning of 
Christmas?

by Chelse Sims     

        Is there anyone who 
knows the true meaning of 
Christmas?  We all have our 
own traditions and thoughts 
behind the meaning of Christ-
mas.  There are some who 
think it is about spending 
quality time with your family, 
letting go of all of your trou-
bles and celebrating the birth 
of Jesus Christ.
     It took me a while to fig-
ure out the true meaning of 
Christmas.  I thought Christ-
mas was about giving and re-
ceiving, well mostly receiving.  
It was not until I watched, “A 
Charlie Brown Christmas”,  
that I figured it out.  My entire 
attitude has changed since 
watching that movie. Here the 
excerpt from the movie that 
opened my eyes: 

        And there were in the 
same country shepherds 
abiding in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by 
night.  And, lo, the angel of 
the Lord came upon them, 
and the glory of the Lord 
shone round about them: 
and they were sore afraid.  
And the angel said unto 
them, Fear not;   for, behold, 
I bring you tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all 
people.
For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a 
Savior, which is Christ the 
Lord.
And this shall be a sign 
unto you: Ye shall find the 
babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger.  
And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host praising 
God, and saying,
Glory to God in the high-
est, and on earth peace and 
goodwill towards men.’”
“...That’s what Christmas is 
all about, Charlie Brown.”

Swagging or sag-
ging?

by Marlon Buggs

      If I had a dime for every 
time I heard a teacher say 
pull  your pants up, I would 
have enough money to buy 
everyone a belt.  Sagging your 
pants is not cool.  It is actually 
demeaning in my opinion.  
Everyday  teachers tell numer-
ous students to pull up their 
pants; students may get tired 
of hearing it, but teachers are 
tired of saying it.  All that 
needs to be done is to keep 
the pants secure with a belt.
    I surveyed a few girls and 
asked it they like when boys 
sag.  All the ladies polled 
stated that they hate it!  They 
do not want to see under-
wear.  Girls think that is looks 
stupid, guys.
     Most guys do not know the 
origin of sagging.  The prac-
tice of sagging pants origi-
nates in prison.  When male 
inmates wanted to let their 
fellow prisoners know that 
they were available, they 
sagged their pants.  That may 
not be the message that you 
are trying to convey.    
     Even if you are doing it to 
get attention from a female, I 
just proved that they do not 
like the style choice.  That 
alone should make you wear 
a belt and keep your pants up.  
Sagging your pants does not 
make you look good.  So, just 
pull your pants up and keep 
them up.

Hey TR…What are you thankful for? 
Continued From Page 1

scholarships to Tuskegee 
University and Kentucky 
State University as well as my 
family”.

Levonte Turner, senior:
“I am thankful for the shoes 
on my feet”.

Cameron Castor, senior:
“I am thankful for being able 
to come to the library to finish 
my papers after-school”.

Joshua Eggleston, senior:
“I am thankful for life itself ”.

Samantha Johnson, senior:
“I am thankful for my family 
and a home-cooked meal”.

Dominique Adams, senior:
“I am thankful for my family, 
especially my grandmother 
who just got out of the hosipi-
tal.  I am thankful for holidays 
and Christmas”.

Miyah Andrews, senior:
“I am thankful for my power-
ful and strong mother”.

Qua’naizha Lomax, senior:
“I am thankful for my family 
and food”.

Ms. Brogger: 
“I am thankful for a time 
to rest and spend time with 
family! I am thankful for 
the many students who have 
taught me how to be a better 
teacher.  I am thankful for 
my coworkers who constant-
ly have each other’s backs in 
difficult times. 
         
Ms. Ousley: 
“I’m thankful for my health, 
loving and supportive family 
and friends.  I’m thankful that 
I am able to do something 
that I love every day, and that’s 
work with young adults.  

Continued on Page 5
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     Eating Right....Feeling Better!
   by  Arianna Smith 

ATTENTION 
SENIORS:

    It is not too late to purchase 
an EARLY BIRD PROM 
TICKET for $125. The last 
day for the early bird ticket 
price is December 18, 2014.  
    Ticket purchases will re-
sume January 12, 2015-April 
1, 2015 for $140. Tickets can 
only be purchased afterschool 
from 3:00p.m.- 4:00 p.m. in 
Room B217. 
     The ticket cost includes a 
plated meal, hors’ doevres , 
and other prom goodies! The 
theme and color scheme will 
be announced in January of 
2015. 

FASHION SPOTLIGHT!
Winter Wardrobe

by Sakihya Darden

     Don’t be afraid to let a few 
items from your fall collection 
to follow you to your winter 
wardrobe. Try neutral colors 
NOT bright colors. For exam-
ple many burgundies, browns, 
navies, grays and olives are 
exactable this winter. This 
winter is going to be epic don’t 
be afraid to take risks with 
patterns as well. Many pat-
terns will be seen this summer 
as well as textures. You will 
see a lot of tribal patterns this 
winter. 
     You will also see a lot of 
knitted cardigans and tops, 
the comfortable fabric may 
become every ones favorite. 
Lastly but certainly not least 
the infinity scarfs. Knitted or 
even cotton, every girl should 
have at least one.
    

World AIDS Day   

   World AIDS Day is held on 
December 1st each year and 
is an opportunity for people 
worldwide to unite in the 
fight against HIV, show their 
support for people living with 
HIV and to commemorate 
people who have died. World 
AIDS Day was the first ever 
global health day and the first 
one was held in 1988.
     Around 100,000 are cur-
rently living with HIV in the 
UK and globally an estimated 
34 million people have HIV. 
More than 35 million people 
have died from the virus, 

TR Celebrates Black     
History Month!

Essay Contest: 

Write a 1500 word essay 
about a person or event on 
ONE of the following topics:

•Religion
•Government, Politics, and Civil 
Rights
•Business and Industry
•Medicine, Science, Investors, 
Technology
•Arts, Entertainments, and Lit-
erature
 

Pick up rubics from 
Ms.Brogger in room C219 or 

Mrs.Perkins-Udu in  room C102 

MUST BE A RESEARCH 
PAPER!

1st Place: $500
2nd Place: $250
3rd Place: $100

Display Contest: 
Create a display about a person 
or event on ONE of the follow-
ing topics: 
•Religion
•Government, Politics, and Civil 
Rights
•Medicine, Science, Investors, 
Technology
•Arts, Entertainment, and Liter-
ature

MUST BE ORIGINAL ART:
(Paint, draw or sculpt)

Include an 
ARTISTIC STATEMENT: 

•200 -500 Words
•Why did you choose the sub-
ject?
•Historical signifance
•Relevance to theme 

MUST BE ORIGINAL ART!
1st Place: $500
2nd Place: $250
3rd Place: $100

DEADLINE: January 
20, 2015 

Do you need 
points for your 
Senior Project?

The Journalism 101 
Club is seeking graphic 

design artists. 
If computers are your 

thing, join us in B220 on 
Thursdays from 

3:05 pm- 4:30 pm

 

Prom 2015!

Prom Committee
Alexis Houston
Brianna Burge

Aereeon Frederick
Paul Haritos
Chrysta Hill
Jayda Lewis

Jasmyne Mcphearson
Keyera Pettigrew 

Directions

1 .Heat oven to 375°F. Spray 
12 regular-size muffin cups 
with cooking spray. 
2 .In 10-inch skillet, cook 
sausage and onion over medi-
um-high heat 5 to 7 minutes, 
stirring frequently, until sau-
sage is no longer pink; drain. 
Cool 5 minutes; stir in mush-
rooms, salt, sage and cheese. 
3. In medium bowl, stir bak-
ing mixture ingredients with 
whisk or fork until blended. 
Spoon 1 scant tablespoon bak-
ing mixture into each muffin 
cup. Top with about 1/4 cup 
sausage mixture. Spoon 1 
tablespoon baking mixture 
onto sausage mixture in each 
muffin cup.  
4. Bake about 30 minutes or 
until toothpick inserted in 
center comes out clean, and 
tops of muffins are golden 
brown. Cool 5 minutes. With 
thin knife, loosen sides of 
pies from pan; remove from 
pan and place top sides up on 
cooling rack. Cool 10 minutes 
longer, and serve.

     Christmas is slowly ap-
proaching, and so is Christ-
mas break. This holiday sea-
sons is about spending time 
with family and friends, It is 
also about being thankful for 
what you have that others may 
not be blessed with. Christ-
mas isn’t just about receiving 
gifts,  it’s about the tradition 
of the birth of Jesus Christ. 
On this holiday season let’s try 
something new by giving to 
others who don’t get to have a 
Christmas tradition instead of  
receiving gifts. Have a joyful 
holiday season and Christmas 
break Falcons!
Here are some healthy recipes 
for the holiday season.

Winter Fruit Salad
8   oranges   
4   grapefruit, preferably pink   
1   pineapple   
6   kiwis   
1 1/2 cups pomegranate seeds 
(optional)

Mini Breakfast Sausage Pies
Sausage Mixture 
 3/4   lb ground turkey break-
fast sausage 
1.medium onion, 
2.chopped (1/2 cup)  
 1   can (4 oz) Green Giant™ 
mushroom pieces and stems
3 drained   
 1/2   teaspoon salt   
4.3   tablespoons chopped 
fresh sage 
5.  1   cup shredded Cheddar 
cheese (4 oz)  
Baking Mixture 
 1/2   cup Original Bisquick™ 
mix  
 1/2   cup milk   
2   eggs

     Males don’t think we forgot 
about you guys! This winter is 
all about comfort.  The guys 
rack will be filled with jack-
ets and blazers.  Surprisingly 
there will be a lot of denim for 
you guys as well, nice denim 
shirts, jackets and of course 
jeans. Don’t be afraid to wear 
skinny leg pants with a boot. 
Tribal patterns are all the rage 
for you guys as well the ladies, 
tribal sweaters and tees will go 
nice with any what or black 
boot. As we told the ladies 
don’t be afraid to take risks 
this winter. 
     Expand your winter ward-
robe into something fulfilling. 
If you don’t like the trends for 
this winter be a trendsetter 
open people up to something 
new , but don’t forget to bun-
dle up!

making it one of the most de-
structive pandemics in history.

Find out more at 
http://www.aids.gov/

Winter Fruit Salad

     Anyone with sugges-
tions can  see a member of 
the Prom Committe or Mrs.
Stephens.

Are you feeling like there is 
something is missing from 

the Bagpipe?

...Be on the lookout for the 
January Supplement of the 

Bagpipe. 
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Most 
Valuable Student:

David Salami 

by A’mor Taylor

     This issue’s Most Valuable 
Student is David Salami for 
his outstanding achievements 
and dedication to his high 
school career!
GPA: 4.2 (He is ranked #2 in 
his senior class)
Extracurricular Activities: 
Football, Scholastic Bowl, 
NHS, NTHS, Tennis, Wres-
tling, Track and Field, and 
Baseball.
Leadership Roles: Captain of 
the Scholastic Bowl
Memorable moment:
When he was able to gain a 
scholarship to John Marshall 
Law Court Graduate School 
based on a case he handled.
Something he would like to 
say to his peers: “Education is 
not preparation for life, educa-
tion is life itself.”
David is very deserving of this 
recognition, and he is one of 
the hardest working students 
that attends Thornridge. 
     So, if you happen to see 
David, tell him congratu-
lations and ask him about 
his many acceptance letters. 
GOOD JOB, DAVID!

November Teacher 
of the Month:

Mrs. Miller-Almond  

by Arianna Smith

Favorite Quote?
  “The only person you should 
try to be better than is the 
person that you were yester-
day”.

Memorable moment?
     Graduations are always 
her most memorable moment 
because she gets to see the 
students 
transform into young adults.
What motivates you?
      What motivates me is that 
everyday I come to work and 
see students who have a lot 
less then what I had grow-
ing up, but yet they manage 
to come to school and make 
good choices.
My advice to students is to 
“Surround yourself around 
positive and successful peo-
ple”.

Black Male 
Initiative
by A’mor Taylor

     The BMI or Black Male 
Initiative, founded in 2001, 
is a student organization that 
helps African American Males 
by mentoring them. The four 
men that visited Thornridge 
on December 3, 2014 all at-
tend Northern Illinois Univer-
sity. They came to our school 
to talk to the male students 
and tell them how they can be 
successful in a world where 
they are looked down on and 
expected to fail. 
     Reggie Bates, a 22 year-old 
college senior, explained how 
he feels young men should 
meet successful black men so 
that they can have develop 
motivation and see that it is 
possible to be to be successful 
in this world. He spoke about 
how when black people are 
in suits, many automatically 
assume that they are going 
to court or a job interview. 
As African American men 
they should look after their 
“brother” instead of fighting 
and putting them down. He 
stresses the mindset of ,“I am 
my brother’s keeper.” 
     Another great example of 
success is Khiree Cross, a 2014 
Thornridge graduate. He ex-
pressed the need for students 
to listen to their teachers and 
apply for scholarships. Cross 
also encouraged students to 
meet more people and net-
work. He encouraged stu-
dents to take down the BMI’s 
numbers and get to know 
them because they are there 
to help them. The BMI is a 
very good example of what 
students should strive for and 
they have plans to continue 
mentoring.  We truly appreci-
ate their time and effort.

Most Valuable 
Teacher:

Mr. M. Thomas

by A’mor Taylor

     The MVT for this paper’s 
issue is Mr.Thomas. He is the 
MVT of TR for wonderful 
contributions to our 
educational environment.
His Motivation: 
     He used to work with his 
aunt who was a middle school 
teacher in Michigan, grad-
ing papers and helping with 
experiments.
How he helps his students:     
     Mr. Thomas helps stu-
dents to become independent 
problem solvers so that they 
can not only solve problems 
in the classroom. but outside 
of it as well.  Mr. Thomas feels 
that his students can talk to 
him because he makes himself 
available so that they are able 
to ask questions.
Extracurricular Activities:  
     Football Coach, Basketball.
He has also worked as a Dean 
and he says that he is an all-
around good guy.
He would like to tell his 
studens to keep working hard 
and once you learn to em-
brace the struggle, you can 
begin to move forward. 
     Mr. Thomas is currently 
enrolled in Doctorate of Ed-
ucation program at Chicago 
State University. He feels that 
it is going well and allows him 
to challenge previous beliefs 
and gain a new perpective of 
education, both on personal 
and systematic levels. So, if 
you see Mr. Thomas tell him 
thank you and wish him good 
luck with his schooling. We all 
know how tough that can be.

December Teacher 
of the Month:
Ms. Zachery

by Brianna Burge

Favorite Quote?
     “The more you learn, the 
more you know; the more you 
can accomplish. Why limit 
yourself!?”
-Professor Foster, “A Different 
World” 1992
Memorable moment?
     “When Ms. Ousley wel-
comed me at the new teacher 
meeting. She made me feel 
very comfortable.”
What motivates you?
     “Inner drive and knowing 
that I can make a difference 
with the students.”
How was your transition to 
TR? 
     “Smooth.  This was a very 
different world than where 
I came. It was refreshing to 
see a sea of me. I enjoyed my 
beginning years at TR”.
Advice?
     “ Do your best, have in-
tegrity, and a good character.  
Stay in school. Read a book. 
Learn about self. And...don’t 
walk in a dark alley at night”.

Thankful for?  
Continued from Page 3

Mrs. Stephens: 
“During this time of the year, I 
am most thankful for my fam-
ily. Christmas is not just about 
giving and receiving gifts.  I 
use this time to make mem-
ories with people who I love 
the most. I want my children 
to understand the meaning 
of Christmas.  So, I spend the 
entire two weeks with them; 
watching movies, teaching 
them how to cook and show-
ing them how to appreciate 
one another.”  

Mrs. Almond: 
“I am thankful for my family 
and that I have a job that I 
love.” 

Mrs. Perkins-Udu: 
I am thankful for God’s grace 
and my family and friends.  
Being able to show them love 
and receive it unconditional-
ly.”

Mrs. E. Williams: I am thank-
ful for the many blessings 
that our Heavenly Father has 
bestowed upon me. Especially 
my 3 angels who motivate me 
to be the best mother I can 
be.”                                                                

What does I.C. News mean?
I. C. News stands for “Imper-
turbable Conservatory”.  It is 
an awesome way to say “cool 
school” news. I believe that 
the students at TR should be 

exposed to language that is 
unfamiliar to them. And it is 
a cool pun, me thinks! I see 
news...”I. C. News” , get it?

Thankful for?  
Continued from Page 3

Ms. Jackson:
“I am thankful for turning 29 
once again on December 25th. 
I am thankful that I have the 
most wonderful staff a person 
could ask for.  Lastly, I am 
happy to share my 29th birth-
day (again) with Mrs. Joseph, 
and Mrs. Catron.  

....And again for the best ath-
letic staff and ATHLETES!”
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In November, AVID teachers 
began working with the TR Staff 
to teach about and promote 
Cornell Notes. Teachers from all 
content areas participated in dis-
cussions led by our AVID team 
who worked hard to show how 
Cornell Notes can be used to aid 
our students, foster good study 
skills, and influence reading as 
well as note-taking strategies. 
In addition, our AVID site team 
is working diligently to make 
Cornell Notes a school-wide and 
district-wide initiative.
     While the AVID teachers were 
working hard, the AVID students 
were also stepping up to raise 
money through various fund-
raisers. The students spent time 
preparing, setting up, and selling 
baked goods to their peers. 
These funds will be used for 
t-shirts, field trips, scholarships,

Avid at the ‘Ridge
by Ms. S. Horstman

and donations or service projects 
within the community.  
     Finally, the AVID Site team 
as a whole received recognition 
as an AVID Certified School 
for the 2014-2015 school years. 
The letter from Sandy Husk, the 
AVID Chief Executive Officer, 
reads, “Congratulations on being 
recognized as an AVID Certified 
Site for the 2014-2015 school 
years. This status is awarded to 
AVID sites that have met eleven 
AVID Program Essentials and 
Data Collection…We applaud 
you for your diligence in attain-
ing this achievement, and we 
look forward to your continued 
leadership in providing quali-
ty results for students through 
AVID implementation.” This 
recognition brings great pride to 
TR.

Senior  AVID 
Acceptance Letters

DaeJunique Depillars:
Milliken University 

Destiny Wesley:
University of Iowa

 Kentucky State University
Benedict College 

Erykah Williams:
Langston University

Parkland College
Jayda Lewis:

Iowa Wesleyan University
Saint Xavier University 

Kiana Williams:
Kishwaukee College

Kiera Newell:
The University of Iowa

Alabama A&M 
Libasse Diop:

University of Illinois at Chicago
Concordia University Chicago 

Shazea Nathan:
Bradley University 

University of Toledo 
Saint Xavier University

University of Iowa 
Terranesha Williams:

Northern Illinois University 
Tishauna Edwards:

Saint Xavier University 
Trena Brown:
Iowa Wesleyan

Southern Illinois University
Destinee Johnson
Lewis University
Jasmine Davis:

Northern University

Tips for 
College 

by Arianna Smith

1. Research various schools
Sometimes a school you have 
never even heard of may be 
the perfect fit for your educa-
tional needs. 
2. Submit your and apply for 
scholarships
Don’t ever let money hinder 
your chances at a solid educa-
tion. Log onto fafsa.ed.gov to 
complete your free application 
for financial aid. 
3. Request letters of recom-
mendation, transcripts, etc.
Most universities will require 
the applicant to provide letters 
of recommendation from high 
school faculty. Be sure to re-
quest and acquire these letters 
well before your application 
deadline. 
4. Schedule a meeting with 
your counselor
Your counselor provides you 
with free assistance to help 
guide you toward making the 
best choices for your future. 
He or she can also help to 
provide you with application 
fee waivers to the

     African Americans have long been shut out of many major 
public and private universities.  However, in 1837 Cheyney 
University was opened to black America for the delivery of 
knowledge.  Since then historically black colleges and univer-
sities have been educating and graduating thousands yearly. 
Herein are two of the most popular institutions of higher 
learning: Spelman College and her brother school Morehouse 
College.

Historical Black 
Colleges/ Universities

     Spelman College is a four 
year liberal arts college for 
woman located in Atlanta, 
Georgia. Spelman College is 
the oldest historically black 
college for women in Ameri-
ca. As part of the Atlanta Uni-
versity Center Consortium, 
Spelman partners with Clark- 
Atlanta University, More-
house College and Morehouse 
School of Medicine. Its setting 
is urban, and the campus size 
is 39 acres.
•Motto: “ Our whole school

Morehouse College is a 
private, all male liberal arts, 
historically black college 
located in Atlanta Georgia. 
Morehouse College’s ranking 
in the 2015 edition of Best 
Colleges is National Liberal 
Arts Colleges, 133. Its cost of 
tuition and fees are $26,090. 
The application deadline is 
February 15. The application 
fee is $50.
•Acceptance Rate: 67% 
•Motto : “ and there is light” 
•ACT Score: 18-23
•GPA Requirement: 3.00-3.50
•Founded: 1867 
•Colors: White and Maroon
•Notable Alumni: Spike Lee, 
Samuel L. Jackson 
Majors: Biology, Business 
Administration, Computer 
Science, Economics, Engi-
neering, Education, Math-
ematics, Music, Philosophy 
Physics, Sociology  Sports: 
Baseball,Basketball, Cross 
Country, Football, Golf, 

colleges you wish to apply to if 
you qualify for them. 
5. Contact schools
Try not to base your decisions 
on the college descriptions 
from the website or photo-
graphs, especially if the school 
is local. If you are able to, visit 
the school!
6. Know your deadlines
Once you have determined 
which schools you wish to 
apply to, you must know your 
deadlines. Universities are 
getting much stricter with 
deadlines because they are so 
impacted right now. 
7. Study for your exams
Depending on the university, 
different exams will be re-
quired for entry. 
8. Be organized
This is especially important 
if you are applying to multi-
ple schools because different 
schools have different require-
ments.
9. Save your money
As much as we’d all love for 
grants and scholarships to 
completely pay our way 
through college, it’s unlikely. 
10. Don’t let rejection get you 
down
Don’t give up.!

College and Career Portfolio
How many points do I need?

Class of 2015: 2000
Class Of 2016: 2500
Class of 2017: 3000
Class of 2018: 3500

Semester 1 Exam Schedule
Tuesday, December 16, 2014 
                                               
Period Start End  
1 7:30 9:10 Final Exam
2 9:15 10:55 Final Exam
3 11:00 12:40 Final Exam
Dismissal 12:40 
  12:45 1:10 Optional Lunch

Wednesday, December 17, 2014

Period Start End  
4/5 or 5/6 8:25 9:55 Final Exam
6/7 or 7/8 10:00 11:30 Final Exam
Dismissal 11:30   
   11:35 12:10 Optional Lunch

Thursday, December 18, 2014   
 
Period Start End  
8/9 or 9/10 8:25 9:55 Final Exam
11  10:00 11:30 Final Exam
Dismissal 11:30    
   11:35 12:10 Optional Lunch

Friday, December 19, 2014
MAKE-UP DAY

for Christ” 
•Acceptance Rate: 39% 
•Founded: Sophia B Packard
•Undergrad Population: 
3,129
•ACT Score: 26
•GPA Requirement: 3.50
•Yearly tuition fees: 1,720.50( 
On Campus)
•Mascot: Jaguar 
•Colors: White & Blue 
•Notable Alumni: Keshia 
Knight Pullman 
Adrienne-Joi Johnson
 •Majors: Anthropology 
Physical education Music So-
ciology Childhood Education 
Human Services and more.
Sports: Basketball Cross 
Country Golf Soccer Softball 
Tennis

G
O
O
D
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U
C
K

Ms. Brogger and Mrs. Perkin-Udu with AVID students
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“Saturday Night / Sunday Morning”

by DaeJunique DePillars

“We are told that talent creates 
its own opportunities. But it 
sometimes seems that intense 
desire creates not only its own 
opportunities but its own 
talents.”
~ Eric Hoffer 

     Thornridge High School 
does a phenomenal job at 
giving theater arts students 
the opportunity to express 
themselves through acting. 
Thornridge’s Drama Depart-
ment is far from being an 
amateur ensemble. Leadership 
begins with director; Mrs. 
Nesbitt, following with The 
tech Director; Mr. Whitman, 
and straight down to the cast 
itself.  These people are more 
than dedicated to their craft. 
     The cast included Jeanette 
Strickland, Glory Randall, Dy-
nalee Toy, Wynda Wormack, 
Jarron Williams, Kallie Jones, 
Dinata Herron, Jasmine Hunt-
er, Rodney Jackson, Tiffany 
Haritos and Kenyona Bailey. 
All of these students use the 
stage as an artistic expression. 
There was no way you could 
ever tell that they were just 
high school students. Most of 
the cast were first timers, and 
look forward to a future pur-
suing acting. Let’s not forget 

crew, set painters, and light 
orchestrators. 
     “Saturday Night/Sunday 
Morning” is one of Thorn-
ridge’s many famous pro-
ductions. The second play of 
Katori Halls’, “Memphis Plays’. 
It goes down in the history as 
the most astonishing perfor-
mance I have ever seen. The 
synopsis of the production; 
is that it was set in the final 
days of World War II at Miss 
Mary’s Press and Curl Beauty 
Parlor and Women’s Boarding 
House in Memphis, Tennes-
see.  “Saturday Night/Sunday 
Morning” unites a group of 
young women whose lives 
have been affected by the loss 
of men to the war and the 
upheaval of social attitudes.
     This play tackled many “to-
day” issues, including sexual-
ity, spiritual faith, depression, 
love, hate, lust, envy, decep-
tion, and family. It was heart-
warming, and uplifting. This 
performance made me laugh 
till my stomach hurt, cry like 
a baby, and smile like it was a 
nice summer day. I truly loved 
it, I went home quoting lines.
This is job well done, Drama 
Department! 
Look out for the next play: 
“SIGNED TO THE STREETS”

Read-a-Lincoln, 
Win-a-Lincoln!

     The Abraham Lincoln 
Award is awarded annually to 
the author of the book voted 
as most outstanding by par-
ticipating students in grades 
nine through twelve in Illi-
nois.  It is designed to encour-
age high school students to 
read for personal satisfaction 
and become familiar with au-
thors of young adult and adult 
books.
     To be eligible to vote, a 
student must have read or lis-
tened to at least five books on 
the Master List.  Each student 
will vote for his or her favorite 
book from the nominees. 

2015 Abraham Lincoln Book 
List

1.   The 5th Wave 
2.   Anna Dressed in Blood 
3.   Ask the Passengers 
4.  The Beginning of Every 
      thing  
5.   Code Name Verity  
6.   DJ Rising 
7.   Eleanor and Park 
8.   Escape from Camp 14
9.   Into the Wild Nerd Yonder
10. The Madman’s Daughter
11.  A Monster Call
12.  Out ot the Easy
13.  The Raven Boys
14.  Seraphina
15.  Statistical Probability of   
       Love at First Sight
16.  Stolen
17.  Swim the Fly
18.  The Testing
19.  The Selection
20.  Throne of Glass
21.  Unbroken
22.  Winger
        
     Students may sign-up in 
the Library.  Students that 
sign-up for the program, read 
a Lincoln nominee and com-
plete a one to two sentence 
review, will be eligible for a 
monthly drawing for a $5 bill.  
Mrs. Joseph and Mrs. Stessl 
look forward to seeing you in 
the library!
 Drawing Dates:
  September 25, 2014 
  October 28, 2014
  November 26, 2014
  December 15, 2014
  January 15, 2015
  February 17, 2015
$ 5.00 Winners:
 September: 
 Olabode Dawadu
 Ocotber:
 Litzy Melchor
 November:
 Eva Richie

A beauty parlor scene from the play, “Saturday Night / Sunday Morning”.

The cast of “Saturday Night / Sunday Morning”

Throwback Movies

West Side Story (1961)

     Bernardo’s Sharks vs Riff ’s 
Jets, this is like a new Romeo 
and Juliet. Tony, a Pollock 
American, and Maria, a Puer-
to Rican, who can’t be with 
each other, they make many 
efforts to be with each other 
and in the end, their efforts to 
run off and be with each other 
turns bloody. This is a movie 
and a play.

Grease (1978)

 

     Grease is a musical and 
everyone’s favorite sing a long 
movie. With its showing of 
love, pain, hurt, the trials and 
tribulations, and changes a 
teenager goes through during 
that time period. The movie is 
kind of a cliché movie, be-
cause the girl gets the guy and 
changes herself and her whole 

attitude and vice versa, but 
it’s still a wonderful, cute 
movie. This movie really 
shows that “Grease” is the 
word. 

The Breakfast Club (1985)

      “You’re a neo-maxi-
zoom-dweebie. What would 
you be doing if you weren’t 
out making yourself a better 
citizen?” This is a timeless 
John Hughes classic.  It’s 
about a of group of teenagers 
who have Saturday detention 
and towards the end they put 
you end up getting to know 
each other and they form 
relationships. Claire- the 
princess, John- the criminal, 
Brian- the nerd, Allison- the 
basket case, and Andrew 
Clark- the jock. These teen-
agers talk about the problems 
they are going through and 
why they are there. This is a 
good movie, and I could go 
on all day about this.

Glory Randall, Jeanette Strickland and Jarron Williams

Rodney Jackson and Tiffany Haritos
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Can I get a spirit check please?     
by Sakihya Darden

 

when we should be molding 
our school. 
     We have staff here who 
wants high school to be about 
more than just books and 
lectures. Some of our teachers 
want us to enjoy the experi-
ence because these are our 
last years of childhood.  Many 
of my peers go around saying 
“we suck” or “we never win” 
or “how come my school 
doesn’t have that” if we 
continue to be this way, we 
will NEVER WIN! You have 
to learn how to be above it. 
You may not think so, but we 
have the power to do amazing 
things as a student body. 
     If even half of us, teachers 
as well, came together with 
enthusiasm, we could prob-
ably uplift this school! No 
matter how much you hate 
the school, at the end of the 
day you are a Falcon.  Fal-
cons have pride, falcons have 
wings, and so the sky is the 

     Basketball season is 
always good to look forward 
to because; it’s fun to watch 
your team beat every team 
with a blowout. We have 
goals for this year season. 
All that we want are  “W’s” 
assocoated with our school 
name. This is going to be a 
great season for the Falcons; 
we are ready for any team we 
face off against. The Thorn-
ridge Falcons are going to be 
put on the map after this great 
season of basketball. The 
Falcons will get better every 
day with long and hard work-
ing practices. All levels will 
have a great record as well as 
good teamwork to get to that 
desired record. The basketball 
coaching staff has high goals 
for the falcons. They will do 
their jobs and help bring the 
team some Wins this season.
Let’s go Hoop Falcons! Play 
your best and your hardest 
and play your game. For 
every player, play your game 
and help your teammates out 
there on the court. Good luck 
coaches with this year. Play-
ers make sure you leave ev-
erything out there on the court 
every single game. Good luck 
Falcons we all look forward 
to this season and wish y’all 
the best.

New Year Better Season!!                    

by Marlon Buggs

 Boys’ Track & Field is offering open strength training in the 
weightroom every Monday, Tuesday and Thursday (except fi-
nals week) from now until the official day 1 start of our season 
(Tuesday, January 20th).  We welcome all interested athletes 
and encourage wrestlers and basketball players to come out 

after their season is over.

Track & Field has been a very successful program, with 
several team championships and state placers every year.  Our 
sights are set on a state trophy this year – come out and be a 
part of school history and help us earn a championship you 

will be talking about for the rest of your life!

     

     Thornridge High School 
has no school spirit! What’s 
up with that? It’s amazing to 
me how we can have an event 
here or even somewhere else 
for our Falcons and no one 
shows love. Many people sit 
back, just go to school, and 
go home; high school is about 
more. Join a team or a club; 
give back to your community 
or if you cannot do that sup-
port us. 
     “We are TR” is a chant that 
should be yelled from corner 
to corner on game and event 
days. We have so many clubs 
and teams that get overlooked 
such as the Chess Team, 
S.A.V.E. Step Team, FCCLA, 
volleyball, wrestling and even 
the girls’ basketball team. We 
have to support each other 
as a whole so we can come 
out on top. Maybe you didn’t 
make a team or maybe you 
don’t even like the sport.  Still, 
SUPPPORT YOUR SCHOOL!
We go around comparing our-
selves to other schools

   Coach Hill has moved up 
and now is the head coach as 
well as varsity coach. There is 
also a new coach who works 
in the building but is going 
to be his first year coaching 
at Thornridge,  Mr. Zach-
ery. From now on, he can 
be called Coach Zachery as 
well as Mr. Zachery during 
school hours. Coach Battle 
is coaching again this year as 
well as Coach Richardson as 
the freshman head coach. The 
season looks like it is going 
to be good for all levels this 
year. Every level shows talent 
and potential. Our varsity 
team could make it to the 
playoffs this year with hard 
work and good discipline.

Sophomore/
Varsity

Freshman

Track will be here in a flash!                                   
Sponsers: Coach Augustynowicz, Coach Gomez 

and Coach Cox-Bey.

         Bowling 

    JV & Varsity
Rich South 
Monday 12/1/12 (Away)

Lockport  
Wednesday 12/17/12 (Home)

Bolingbrook
Friday 12/26/2014 (Away)

Joilet Centeral 
Monday 1/12/2014 (Home)

Chicago Christian 
Wednesday 1/28/2014 
(Home)

 Boys
December 16, 2014

4:30 pm  vs. Thornwood

Girls 
6:00 @ Thornton

 
TR Matheletes

    TR competed on Wednes-
day night at Stagg High 
School, putting together their 
best competition of the season 
with a total of 353 points! This 
excellent score earned them 
a victory over Thornwood, 
Thorton, Joliet West and Joliet 
Central! Special congratula-
tions to Ricardo Jacinto, who 
earned a perfect score in the 
Freshman Graphs competi-
tion.
Great job Mathletes!!

Falcons versus Thunderbirds

Falcon Cheerleaders

Coach Hill

The 2014-2015 basketball 
season is about to jump off, 
there are new coaches that 
will help the team win. 

Thornridge versus Thornwood

Boys 
December  17, 2014
4:30 @ Thornwood

Girls
December 16, 2014

4:30 @ Thornton

Ramsey  Smith and  Emmanuel 
Isyemi flipping during a timeout. 

Thornridge  varsity offense on the 
run.


